
Juan	  Carlos	  Por,lla	  at	  More	  
Effec,ve	  Church	  Engagement	  Panel	  	  

Agenda:	  	  
	  

①  My	   Exper ience	   a t	   the	   Co lombian	  
Government…I	   did	   not	   tolerate	   corrup,on.	  
Rather,	  I	  stood	  for	  what	  was	  right!	  	  

②  Proposals	   &	   More	   Effec,ve	   Church	  
Engagement	  in	  the	  Fight	  against	  Corrup,on	  	  



Corrup,on	  &	  Private	  Armies	  
Causes	  	  

!  1990s,	   government	   had	   no	  
capability	  to	  protect	  ci,zens	  from	  
crime.	  	  

!  The	   use	   of	   private	   armies	   to	  
“execute	   security	   and	   military	  
ac,vi,es”	  were	  a	  growing	  trend	  in	  
Colombia.	  

!  Government	   enacted	   legisla,on	  
under	   which	   it	   authorizes	   people	  
to	   apply	   for	   opera,ng	   private	  
armies	   that	   are	   approved	   and	  
controlled	   by	   the	   Superintendent	  
of	   Surveillance	   and	   Private	  
Security.	  	  

!  Drug	   cartels	   were	   approved	  
license	   to	   operate	   private	   armies	  
that	  evolved	  in	  paramilitary	  units.	  	  

	  

Effects	  	  	  
! Private	   armies	   used	   by	   drug	  

cartels	  .	  	  

!  9 -‐ 1 1 	   p r i v a t e 	   a r m y	  
(paramil i tary	   ac,vity)…	  
human	  rights	  abuses.	  	  

! Wire	   tapping	  scandal	   related	  
to	   an,-‐drug	   t rafficking	  
computer	  tracking	  system.	  	  

	  	  	  	  



	  
I	  Became	  Superintendent	  of	  Surveillance	  

and	  Private	  Security	  of	  Colombia	  	  
\	  



When	  I	  Took	  Office	  (April	  3,	  2009)	  	  



I	  became	  Superintendent	  	  

I	  fought	  against:	  
! Corrup,on	   &	   private	   armies	   used	  
by	   drug	   cartels	   (Loco	   Barrera)	   and	  
paramilitary	  groups.	  	  

! Corrup,on	  &	  white	  collar	  crimes.	  	  



Loco	  Barrera’s	  Drug	  Cartel	  

! I	  targeted	  Loco	  Barrera’s	  drug	  cartel	  
	  

! You	  will	  see	  in	  the	  next	  slide	  Loco	  
Barrera’s	  Criminal	  Organiza,on…	  





The	  arrest	  of	  one	  of	  the	  Colombia’s	  most	  
wanted	  drug	  traffickers	  	  	  



Against	  9-‐11	  Private	  Security	  Army,	  a	  
Criminal	  Enterprise	  	  



Wire	  Tapping	  Scandal	  &	  An,-‐Drug	  
Trafficking	  Computer	  Tracking	  System	  	  	  

! Cosinte	   Inc.,	   a	   criminal	   enterprise,	   obtained	  
access	   to	   the	   highly	   classified	   Colombia’s	   an,-‐
drug	   trafficking	   system	   which	   documented	  
government	  inves,ga,ons	  and	  wiretaps.	  	  

! It	   sold	   informa,on	   from	   the	   system	   to	   drug	  
cartels.	  

! I	   ordered	   a	   raid	   of	   Cosinte	   Inc.’s	   wiretapping	  
equipment	  and	  revoked	  its	  license.	  	  

! But	   in	   2010	   there	  was	   a	   new	   Superintendent…
Cosinte	   Inc.	  mysteriously	   	   recovered	   its	   license	  
in	  that	  year.	  	  



Wire	  Tapping	  Scandal	  &	  An,-‐Drug	  
Trafficking	  Computer	  Tracking	  System	  	  
! Cosinte	   Inc.	   went	   back	   to	   business.	   They	   sent	  
Facebook	  messages	  to	  my	  wife	  threatening	  that	  
“decisions	   of	   your	   husband	   won’t	   go	  
unpunished.”	  

! Cosinte	   Inc.	   keeps	   impor,ng	   and	   selling	   illegal	  
telephone	   monitoring	   equipment	   on	   the	   black	  
market	   and	   selling	   cri,cal	   informa,on	   to	   drug	  
traffickers.	  	  

! I	   pray	   to	  God	  everyday	   for	   jus,ce	   in	   this	  white	  
collar	  criminal	  case.	  	  



Media	  Began	  to	  Mocking	  Me	  



Crisis	  Erupted	  in	  My	  Life	  

! We	  fled	  Colombia…	  
! I	  felt	  betrayed…	  
! But	  crisis	  brings	  opportuni,es…	  
! We	  came	  to	  Boston…	  
! We	  came	  to	  Park	  Street	  Church…	  
! We	  found	  Jesus!	  	  
! I	  have	  forgiven	  my	  enemies	  as	  Jesus	  
commands	  in	  the	  Bible!	  



I	  Was	  Born	  Again	  	  	  

	  	  	  



Towards	  A	  More	  Effec,ve	  Church	  
Engagement	  	  

Proposals	  for	  Believers	  :	  	  
①  Separate	   the	   issue	   of	   corrup,on	   from	   people.	  

Corrup,on	   is	   used	   by	   the	   enemy	   (Satan)	   to	  
deceive	  God’s	  people.	  We	  want	  to	  gain	  people	  
for	  God!	  

②  Forgiveness:	   If	   corrupt	  government	  authori,es	  
repent,	   confess,	   compensate	   vic,ms	   and	   seek	  
Jesus,	   then	   God	   can	   forgive	   them,	   for	   Jesus	  
died	  on	  the	  cross	  for	  them…shall	  we	  forgive?	  	  



Towards	  A	  More	  Effec,ve	  Church	  
Engagement	  	  

•  Proposals	  for	  Policy-‐Makers	  
•  Ac,ve/Passive	   Corrup,on:	   Interna,onal	   law	  
must	   focus	   on	   passive	   corrup,on	   (prosecu,ng	  
government	   officers	   who	   enjoy	   diploma,c	  
immunity).	  Sanc,ons?	  I	  would	  way	  YES	  

•  Follow	   the	   Money:	   Law	   enforcement	   agencies	  
must	   focus	   on	   recovering	   money	   obtained	   by	  
government	   officers	   through	   corrup,on:	  
recovery	  or	  return	  of	  assets…	  	  	  



Towards	  A	  More	  Effec,ve	  Church	  
Engagement	  	  

•  Proposal	  for	  Park	  Street	  Church:	  	  
①  An,-‐Corrup,on	   Commiiee	   composed	   by	  

people	  of	  Park	  Street	  Church.	  	  
②  Task	  of	  the	  Commiiee:	  It	  may	  want	  to	  come	  

up	   with	   proposals	   for	   Massachuseis	  
authori,es.	  	  

③  Town	   Mee,ng	   at	   PSC	   to	   discuss	   the	  
proposals.	   Church	   can	   invite	   Governor	  
Charlie	  Baker	  to	  join	  it.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  


