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WEEK 1:
INAUGURATED ESCHATOLOGY
TEACHING POINT

APPLICATION

According to the New Testament scriptures,
the latter days have been inaugurated by
the death and resurrection of Christ. So we
are now in the last days. The last days will be
consummated upon Christ’s second advent.

Our hearts and minds should possess
an end time mentality that drives our
work, resources, thinking, and time
towards Christ’s end game.
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In His coming the “last days” to which the Old Testament looked forward arrived, but they have not yet run their course; the Christian church is still living
in this eschaton. Jesus’ first coming inaugurated it; His second coming will
consummate it. The coming of Jesus was, therefore, the beginning of the end.
R.T. France

Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.
John 5:25

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone,
the new is here!
2 Corinthians 5:17

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
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Ephesians 2:6–7

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times
and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed heir of all things …
1

Hebrews 1:1–2
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SUNDAY MARCH 10, 2019
OPENING CONVERSATION
Share with each other
• Your name
• Where you live
• What you do
• How long you have been attending Park Street
• Why you decided to do LDI this year

MICRO-TEACHING: Welcome to the End Times
DISCUSSION
How much do you think about the idea of the last days or end times? In what ways do you think about
them?
What has shaped your thinking in the past about the end times?
In our micro-teaching today it was argued that the end times have already begun. What implications
does that have for you personally, for the church, or for the world?
Read the scripture verses above. What might be one practical application you can identify from each
of them?
There is a significant desire to address cultural issues of our day within the evangelical church right
now (eg., racism, abortion, gender identity, immigration, environment, political discourse, sexual
harassment, gene editing, euthanasia, technology development, etc.). The motivation is often a desire
to be a relevant church in the ongoing cultural debates with which we are confronted. Does focused
thinking as a church on eschatology detract or enhance our engagement with cultural issues of our
day? Does an eschatological framework or approach to life increase or decrease our relevancy when
entering the cultural debates of our day? Explain your answers to this.
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PRAY
Share prayer requests with one another and close in prayer as a group.

THIS WEEK:
LETTER ASSIGNMENT 1
Write a letter to a Christian friend or family member reminding him/her of the hope he/
she has in Christ. Explain to him/her that we are living in the last days even now as the day
draws near to the Lord’s promised return. Remind him/her that his/her life matters as he/
she continues to live for Christ. Encourage him/her to bear fruit.

PODCAST
View of the End Times in the Old and New Testaments
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WEEK 2:
THE SPIRITUAL WORLD
TEACHING POINT

APPLICATION

Scripture reveals we are in an historic
spiritual battle which will only intensify
over time.

Our corporate and individual life struggles
should be seen and understood in light
of the spiritual battle in which we are
involved. Our dependency on Christ
through prayer is not an option if we are to
overcome.
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And though this world, with devils filled, Should threaten to undo us, we will not
fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us. The Prince of Darkness
grim, we tremble not for him; His rage we can endure, for lo! His doom is sure, one
little word shall fell him.
Martin Luther

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of
God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of
evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist,
with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
17
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 19
Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in
chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.
10

Ephesians 6:10–20
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SUNDAY MARCH 17, 2019
OPENING CONVERSATION
Share the letter you wrote to a friend. Share with each other thoughts you have from last week’s
e-devotionals or the podcast. Reflect on the quote by Martin Luther on page 9.

MICRO-TEACHING: Demons are for Real
DISCUSSION
What is most confusing and what is most clear to you about the unseen spiritual realities of which the
scriptures speak?
Do you feel like you are in a spiritual battle in your life? Explain.
Do you have a personal story when you felt like the veil of the spiritual world was pulled back a bit and
you experienced an angelic presence or the presence of real evil beyond what you normally experience in
everyday life?
Read the passage above and share your thoughts about it. What is one aspect of it you would like to
speak about with your group?
Identify the commands Paul gives in this passage. Which directive speaks most to your own personal
need right now in the battle you are waging against the unseen powers of this dark world?
Pick a current contemporary cultural issue … could be LGBT issues, gender identity, immigration,
technology development, marijuana legalization, sexual harassment/abuse, gun ownership, racism, or
something else. Does a biblical worldview of the reality of a spiritual world possess any relevance to it?
Why or why not? Should it?

PRAY
Share prayer requests with one another and close in prayer as a group.
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THIS WEEK:
SCRIPTURE ACTIVITY
Use an online Bible concordance to look up the words angel(s), Satan, devil, beast, creatures,
heaven, and demon(s). Do one word a day or if you have time look them up all at once. Read
through the passages in which these words are located to gain perspective on the spiritual
world. How do these word studies develop your view of the spiritual world?

PODCAST
Understanding the Spiritual World
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WEEK 3:
SUFFERING AND PERSECUTION
TEACHING POINT

APPLICATION

In these latter days, the saints reign in
glory now and ironically conquer through
suffering.

Suffering with unshakable hope is the
means by which we participate in the
defeat of the enemies of God.
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Christians can rejoice in tribulation because they have eternity’s values in
view. When the pressures are on, they look beyond their present predicament
to the glories of Heaven. The thought of the future life with its prerogatives
and joys helps to make the trials of the present seem light and transient.
Billy Graham

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to
the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates
you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If
they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching,
they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name,
for they do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to
them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their
sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father as well. 24 If I had not done among
them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they
have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to
fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’
18

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the
Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And
you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.
26

“All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out
of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will
think they are offering a service to God. 3 They will do such things because
they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so that when
their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them.
1

John 15:18–16:4
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SUNDAY MARCH 24, 2019
OPENING CONVERSATION
Share with each other thoughts you have from last week’s e-devotionals, concordance assignment, or
the podcast. Reflect on the quote by Billy Graham on page 13.

MICRO-TEACHING: The Great Tribulation and the Ironic Victory
DISCUSSION
What is your observation about the state of the church in the world right now? In our country? In our
city? Is it thriving? Is it suffering? Is it persecuted?
What are your thoughts about suffering? Persecution? Why does God allow it? How does an
eschatological framework of thinking impact your view of suffering? Of persecution?
Read the above passage from the gospel of John. What are your thoughts about it? How might it apply
to our current 21st Century context?
What kind of hardship, suffering, or tribulation have you dealt with the most in your life? Health issues?
Relationship Issues? Financial Issues? Faith persecution? How has your faith in Christ got you through
these?
Pick a current contemporary cultural issue … could be LGBT issues, gender identity, euthanasia,
immigration, sexual harassment/abuse, gun ownership, abortion, marijuana legalization, racism, or
something else. Does a biblical worldview of tribulation, persecution, and suffering have any relevance to
it? Why or why not? Should it?

PRAY
Share prayer requests with one another and close in prayer as a group.
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THIS WEEK:
LETTER ASSIGNMENT 2
Write a letter of encouragement to a persecuted Christian in the China or the Middle East.
We will provide a means for these to reach such an individual.

PODCAST
How should we approach the book of Revelation?
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WEEK 4:
DEATH AND RESURRECTION
TEACHING POINT

APPLICATION

According to scripture, the greatest
antagonist we face is not Satan, it is death.
And death has been defeated.

We must meditate upon our own death in
light of the resurrection in order to think
rightly about the remaining days of our
life.
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Let us consider this settled, that no one has made progress in the school of
Christ who does not joyfully await the day of death and final resurrection.
John Calvin

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For
we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that
his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work
in us, but life is at work in you. 13 It is written: “I believed; therefore, I have
spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also believe and therefore
speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the
dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this
is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people
may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do
not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving
for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on
what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what
is unseen is eternal.
7

2 Corinthians 4:7–18
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SUNDAY MARCH 31, 2019
OPENING CONVERSATION
Share the letter of encouragement you wrote to a persecuted Christian. Share thoughts you had from
last week’s devotionals and podcast. Reflect on the quote by John Calvin on page 17.

MICRO-TEACHING: From Death to Life
DISCUSSION
How much do you think about death? In what contexts have you thought more seriously about death?
How often do you think about resurrection? In what context have you though more seriously about
resurrection?
What have your experiences been with families or friends who have died?
Finish these statements:
• Death is my enemy because…
• Death is my instructor because...
• I fear death because...
• I do not fear death because…
• I will welcome death because…
Read the passage above. How does Paul’s view of the end times and resurrection impact the way he
lives? How would such an attitude play out in our lives?
Pick a current contemporary cultural issue … could be LGBT issues, gender identity, immigration,
the environment, sexual harassment/abuse, abortion, gun ownership, racism, religious freedom, or
something else. Does a biblical worldview of death and/or of resurrection have any relevance to it? Why
or why not? Should it?
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PRAY
Share prayer requests with one another and close in prayer as a group.

THIS WEEK:
LETTER ASSIGNMENT 3
Write a letter to an elderly person with whom you have contact. Offer words of
encouragement to him/her of how he/she has blessed others in his/her life. Encourage him/
her in light of his/her age and the promises of eternal life Jesus has extended to those who
trust in him.

PODCAST
Views of the Rapture and Millennium
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WEEK 5:
VALUES OF END TIME LIVING
TEACHING POINT

APPLICATION

Values embraced in this age by this world
are not the values which will be embraced
at the consummation of the kingdom of
God.

Investing in the age to come means giving
money, using gifting, sacrificing time,
orienting life for the world/reward which is
ahead.
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“There is an intimate connection between the life of the Christian here and
the enjoyment and the glory in the day of Christ’s appearing.”
George Muller

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on
things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory.
1

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because
of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the
life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as
these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not
lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of
its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 12 Therefore,
as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other
and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive
as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity.
5

Colossians 3:1–10
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SUNDAY APRIL 7, 2019
OPENING CONVERSATION
Share the letter you wrote to an elderly person. Share thoughts you have from last week’s
e-devotionals or the podcast. Reflect on the quote on page 21.

MICRO-TEACHING: Eschatology Makes a Difference
DISCUSSION
Read the scripture passage above. What is his motivation behind his exhortation? What are your
thoughts about Paul’s counsel to this church?
Does Paul concentrate more on behavior transformation, relational transformation, value
transformation, or character transformation in his call to us to set our hearts on things above?
Here is a list of life issues. Choose a few of them and talk about how living in light of an eschatological
framework may impact the way you approach each issue. Does/Should setting your hearts on things
above influence your decisions and behaviors in any of these realms of life?
• Where you live
• How you spend your time
• What church you should attend
• Church involvement
• How you save/spend money
• What college you choose
• What vocation you choose
• Whether you should change jobs
• Sexual activity
• Dating
• Living as a single person
• Getting married
• Having children
• The way you raise your children
22

• How you relate to your friends
• How you relate to your boyfriend, girlfriend, or spouse
• How you relate to your children
• How you relate to your brothers, sisters, or parents
• How you spend your free time
• Political involvement
• Community Involvement
• How you spend your retirement years
• How you give to others
• What to do with your body when you die
• What you watch on TV/Cable/Computer
From what Paul writes in Colossians 3 or from this list of life issues, what aspect of your life needs the
most work to bring it into conformity with an eschatological life framework?

PRAY
Share prayer requests with one another and close in prayer as a group.

THIS WEEK:
LETTER ASSIGNMENT 4
In anticipation of next week’s topic, write a letter to a friend or family member who is
not a Christian. Explain the hope you have in Christ and encourage them to consider a
relationship with Jesus in light of what is now and what is promised to come.

PODCAST
Final Judgment and beyond
23

WEEK 6:
REACH THE WORLD AND YOUR
NEIGHBOR BEFORE THE END
TEACHING POINT

APPLICATION

It is the primary responsibility of the
church in the end times to bear witness
to the world about the gospel and the
judgment to come.

We are given the ministry of reconciliation
in these latter days, so we should take the
opportunity to share Christ with those
who hold a different worldview than us.
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I don’t know any more inspiring missionary promise than this word of Jesus,
“This gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world as
a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will come. “ Not: This gospel
should be preached. Not: This gospel might be preached.
But: This gospel will be preached. This is not a great commission, nor a great
commandment. It is a great certainty, a great confidence.
John Piper

Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others.
What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience.
12
We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you
an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take
pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13 If we are “out of
our mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.
14
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for
all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no
longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.
16
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself
in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to
us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s
behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
11

2 Corinthians 5:11–21
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SUNDAY APRIL 14, 2019
OPENING CONVERSATION
Share the letter you wrote to a friend. Share with each other thoughts you had from last week’s daily
devotionals or podcast. Reflect on the quote by John Piper on page 25.

MICRO-TEACHING: High Calling
DISCUSSION
Read the passage above. What are your thoughts about it?
Does/Should the idea of a final judgment drive you to share Christ with those who don’t know him?
Explain.
There are a number of paradigms which you can use to explain the gospel. Examples include the
courtroom language of justification, the battle language of victory over death, the marketplace language
of redemption, etc. What value is there in employing the gospel paradigm of reconciliation when sharing
the gospel with your friends or family? What are the nuances of it that are helpful?
Pick a current contemporary cultural issue … could be LGBT issues, gender identity, euthanasia,
immigration, sexual harassment/abuse, abortion, gun ownership, racism, or something else. How might a
new creation/ reconciliation biblical worldview have relevance to it and serve as a bridge to share Christ
in the midst of dialogue over this issue?
Our goal during LDI 2019 was to not just consider doctrine about the end times, but to consider how
such doctrine applies to our lives. Where do you think we need to explore more deeply the connection
of doctrine and life application after these six weeks of discussion?
Are there one or two thoughts you can share with the group about a change of thinking that you have
made about the end times or something new you are working on in your life in light of eschatology?

PRAY
Share prayer requests with one another and close in prayer as a group.
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