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Come, Labor On

Words: 1859 | Jane Borthwick (1813-1897)
Music: Ora Labora, 1918 | T. Tertius Noble (1867-1953), longtime organist at St Thomas Church, NYC 

Stanza 1: Matt 9:37; John 4:35; Matt 21:28 | golden grain: the color indicates readiness for harvest,                  
                    hence the color harvest gold. 

Stanza 2: Matt 13:24ff; Luke 8:12 | tares: problematic weeds that resemble wheat in the early stages

Stanza 3: Matt 14:31; 1 Cor 1:26ff; 2 Cor 12:9

Stanza 4: Phil 3:14 (KJV); Matt 28:19; Eph 5:16 (esp. KJV); John 9:4

Stanza 5: Isaiah 62:6-7; Matt 25:23 | glows the western sky: refers to sunset, particularly one which     
                    suggests fair weather to come (see Matt. 16:2) | Day and night are metaphors for our earthly     
                    life and death. | long shadows: expression from Jer 6:4                             -NS


