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Lo! He Comes with 

Clouds Descending

Words: 1758 | Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Music: Helmsley | melody attr. Thomas Olivers (1725-1799) or Thomas Arne (1710-1778)

   harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Hailed by hymnologist Erik Routley as "early Methodist hymnody at its best...shamelessly jubilant," 

Helmsley shares some musical DNA with Sagina, the tune for And Can it Be.  Some hymnal editors 

attribute the tune to Thomas Arne, seeing parallels in a tune from one of Arne's operas.  But Wesley 

attributed the tune to Thomas Olivers, who supposedly "heard [it] whistled in the street."  Wesley's text 

is a reworking of an earlier hymn by John Cennick (1752); Wesley transformed the hymn from 

something forgettable to one of the most universally-loved Advent hymns.


