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My Song Is Love Unknown

Historically, great hymns have been written by members of the clergy, rather than by lyric poets. Samuel 
Crossman was a Puritan-leaning Anglican minister, but this hymn is the masterpiece of a true poet and 
was not intended for corporate singing. Like the metaphysical poets, Crossman adopted the tone and 
techniques used in Renaissance love poetry; he uses common Petrarchan conventions including wordplay 
on a common root (st. 1 love/loveless/lovely), oxymoron (st. 4 sweet injuries), and irony (st. 5 line 2).        

Words: 1664 | Samuel Crossman (1623-1683)
Music: Love Unknown, 1918 | John Ireland (1879-1962) 66. 66. 44. 44
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