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He Is Risen, He Is Risen!

Words: 1846 | Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895); alt.
Music: Unser Herrscher, 1680 | Joachim Neander (1650-1680)     87. 87. 77

Cecil Frances Alexander, the Irish poet and humanitarian, is most known for her hymns written 
especially for children, which include Once in Royal David's City and All Things Bright and Beautiful.  Her 
husband William, a bishop in the church of Ireland, calls her “in a singular degree the hymnist of the 
whole English-speaking communion, [appealing] to all its children.”  Another wrote, “hers was not the 
life of the dreamy votary of verse, but was passed in the daily exercise of an exquisite sensibility for the 
needs and comforts of a remote Irish parish.  Many a gleam of golden sunshine would she kindle as she 
entered a desolate home...no inclemency of weather, or distance to travel, or visits of friends, were 
permitted to interfere with the ministrations of condolance, counsel, or charitable help.”  

Joachim Neander was both a poet and a musician.  While working at a school in Düsseldorf, he was 
known for wandering through the ravine outside the town, praying, singing, and holding worship services 
in caves.  The valley was named in his honor, and consequentially the 1856 archaeological discovery from 
that area is known as Neanderthal man, bearing the name of him who wrote Praise to the Lord the 
Almighty, the King of Creation.                                                                                                                            -NS
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