
Service of Worship

Park Street Church | The Lord’s Day, December 21, 2025 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
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Welcome to Park Street Church! We’re glad you’re worshiping with us today. If you’re new, 
please take a look at the “new” section on the back cover for some ways to connect with us.

This bulletin contains instructions (usually next to the pilcrow symbol ¶) and explanations 
meant to help us fully participate in our worship of God. The People read bold text with a loud 
voice. Scripture lessons are from the English Standard Version.

The word Advent is derived from the Latin Adventus, which means “arrival” or “coming,” and is 
considered the beginning of the Church year. During these four weeks, we highlight the fact that 
we are an expectant people awaiting the return of our King, Jesus, to his world and his people. 
We look back upon the first Advent, Christ’s coming in humility, and we remember the anticipa-
tion and expectation of God’s people awaiting the coming of the Messiah. The season is marked 
by hopeful waiting and renewed repentance.
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the prelude
¶ Music is played to prepare us in body and mind to enter the presence of God. 

lighting of the advent wreath

¶ Immediately when the candle is lit, the People stand.	

	 call to worship	 from 1 John 4

	 Leader 	 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God.

	 People 	 Whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 

	 Leader 	 In this the love of God was made manifest among us,  
		  that God sent his only Son into the world,  
		  so that we might live through him.

	 People	 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us  
		  and sent his son to be the propitiation for our sins.  
		  Let us worship the God of Love!

hymn
№ 196 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus	 Hyfrydol

INVOCATION, CONFESSION OF SIN, & THE LORD’S PRAYER
¶ Led by the Elder

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  
	 Thy kingdom come.  
	 Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
	 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
	 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
	 for ever. Amen. 
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THE PEACE
	 Leader	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
	 People	 And with your spirit.
¶ Greet one another in the peace of Christ. Following the Peace, the People sit.

Announcements

Anthem
(8:30 am)

Breath of Heaven “Mary’s Song”

I have traveled many moonless nights, 
Cold and weary with a babe inside, 
And I wonder what I’ve done. 
Holy Father, you have come 
And chosen me now to carry your son.

I am waiting in a silent prayer; 
I am frightened by the load I bear. 
In a world as cold as stone, 
Must I walk this path alone? 
Be with me now.

Breath of Heaven, hold me together, be for ever near me. 
Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness, pour over me your holiness 
For you are holy, Breath of Heaven.

Do you wonder as you watch my face 
If a wiser one should have had my place? 
But I offer all I am 
For the mercy of your plan. 
Help me be strong; help me.

Words & Music: 1992, Amy Grant / Christopher Eaton 
©Riverstone Music, Inc. Reprinted under CCLI no. 1899185
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(11 am)

Creator of the Stars of Night

Creator of the stars of night, thy peoples’ everlasting light,  
Jesu, redeemer, save us all and hear thy servants when they call. 

Thou camest bridegroom of the bride, as drew the world to eveningtide, 
Proceeding from a virgin shrine†: the son of man, yet all divine. 

At thy great Name exalted, now all knees must bend,  
All hearts must bow, and things in heaven and earth shall own  
That thou art Lord and King alone. 

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, three in one,  
laud, honor, might and glory be from age to age eternally. Amen.

† A shrine is a container (often a room or building) for a holy object; in this case Mary was the living shrine for 
God incarnate. The Latin scrinium was a box to hold books or documents.

Words: Conditor alme siderum, 7th century Latin; tr. J. M. Neale (1818-1866) | Music: Malcom Archer (b. 1952)

The First Lesson
			   Exodus 24:1–11	 pew Bible p. 64

	 Reader	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

HYMN
¶ A Minister prays for the Children. The People stand; Children are dismissed to Children’s 
Church during the hymn.

№ 322 O Quickly Come, Dread Judge of All	 Melita

¶ The People sit.

The Second Lesson
			   Revelation 19:6–9	 pew Bible p. 1039

	 Reader	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

The Gloria Patri
¶ The People stand. (Hymn № 734)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.
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¶ Following the prayer, the People sit.

SERMON
			   Covenant and Communion	 Mark Booker

HYMN
¶ The People stand to sing, sitting afterward.

№ 193 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence	 Picardy

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
(11 am; 8:30 service continues at the bottom of p. 9)

The Exhortation

Profession of the One Faith

	 Question	 Do you renounce the devil and all the spiritual forces of  
		  wickedness that rebel against God? 

	 Answer 	 I renounce them. 

	 Question	 Do you renounce the empty promises and deadly deceits of this 
		  world that corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?

	 Answer	 I renounce them.

	 Question	 Do you renounce the sinful desires of the flesh that draw you 
		  from the love of God? 

	 Answer 	 I renounce them. 

	 Question	 Do you turn to Jesus Christ and confess him as your Lord  
		  and Savior? 

	 Answer	 I do. 

	 Question	 Do you joyfully receive the Christian Faith, as revealed in  
		  the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments? 

	 Answer	 I do.

	 Question	 Will you obediently keep God’s holy will and commandments,  
		  and walk in them all the days of your life? 

	 Answer	 I will, with the Lord’s help. 

¶ The People stand.
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	 Minister	 Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to  
		  support these persons in their life in Christ? 

	 People	 We will.

¶ The Minister then says

Let us join with these Candidates to proclaim our faith in the words of the ancient 
baptismal confession, the Apostles’ Creed. 

	 Minister 	Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

	 People 	 I do. I believe in God the Father almighty,  
		  creator of heaven and earth. 

	 Minister	 Do you believe and trust in Jesus Christ? 

	 People	 I do. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
		  He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
		  and born of the Virgin Mary.  
		  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
		  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
		  He descended into hell.  
		  On the third day he rose again.  
		  He ascended into heaven,  
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
		  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

	 Minister	 Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

	 People 	 I do. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
		  the holy catholic Church,  
		  the communion of saints,  
		  the forgiveness of sins,  
		  the resurrection of the body,  
		  and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer for the Candidates

¶ The Minister prays, concluding with
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in 
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Therefore, in joyful obedience to your 
Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

¶ The People sit.
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The Baptism
____, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.

____, do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified, to fight bravely 
under his banner against the world, the flesh, and the devil, and to continue as his 
faithful soldier and servant to the end of your days. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
¶ The People kneel or sit as the Minister leads them in thanksgiving for the newly baptized, and 
in prayer for the church, the world, the sick, and the suffering.

OFFERTORY
¶ The People sit. The offering plates are passed while music is offered to the Lord.

Presentation of Offerings
¶ The People stand and sing as the offerings are brought forward by the ushers. A Minister then 
presents them to the Lord in prayer.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

HYMN
№ 194 O Come, O Come Emmanuel		  Veni Emmanuel

BENEDICTION

The POSTLUDE
¶ The People may sit or leave quietly during the postlude. Please be respectful of those listening to 
the music in the sanctuary or via the livestream.

March Upon Handel’s Lift Up Your Heads	 A. Guilmant (1837–1911)
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service leaders & participants
		  Mark Booker, Senior Minister 
		  Nathan Skinner, Director of Music

	 Assisting Ministers	 Randall Wetzig, Assistant Minister 
		  Adam Herndon, Minister of Discipleship

	 Elder	 Juliet Halvorsen

 	 Lay Readers 	 8:30	 Elizabeth Lohnes 
		  11:00	 Josephine Ziegler

	 Advent Wreath 	 8:30	 Mary Frances Giles, Director of Wilson House  
			     and Leslie Bodkin, Director of Enable Boston 
		  11:00	 The Pidakala Family

	 Musicians 	 The Sanctuary Choir; Daniel Schmunk, Director of Choral Music 
		  Ashley Schumacher, voice 
		  Sam Bigus, upright bass

	 Candidate for Baptism	 11:00	 Clementine Leona Briere 
			   daughter of Christian & Miranda

Staff directory: parkstreet.org/about-us/staff

COLLECTIVE PRAYERS
“But Moses implored the Lord his God…” Exodus 32:11

Let us pray together…

•	 For the fulfillment of God’s kingdom: “Come, Lord, Jesus!” (Rev 22.20)
•	 That as we remember how our Lord came to us as a little baby, we would 

know how to come in humility to those around us he has called us to love.
•	 For those in our congregation who mourn the loss of a loved one and for 

whom this time of year are especially difficult.

Submit prayer requests to: parkstreet.org/requestprayer (or call 617-523-3383)
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Announcements
More details at parkstreet.org/everything

* Indicates childcare available. Preregistration may be required.

Today
Sunday Worship* | 8:30 am & 11 am | Sanctuary 
Children’s Church & Nursery | 8:30 am & 11 am | Various Rooms 
Children & Youth Sunday School Classes | 9:45 am | Various Rooms 
Adult Sunday School in Regions | 9:45 am | Terrace, Granary, & Welcome Center 
Children’s Choir | 9:45 am | Sky Room
Park Street International Fellowship | 12:30 pm | Fellowship Hall 

This Week
Morning Prayer | Weekdays, 8:30 am | parkstreet.org/morningprayer
Home Ministry Outreach Meals | Thu, 5:45 pm & Sat, 8:30 am | Fellowship Hall 
Haitian ESL Classes | Sat, 9:30 am | Granary Room & Common Room 
Other Small Groups and Bible Studies | Various Times | See parkstreet.org/groups

Upcoming Services
Tue, Dec 24	| 5 & 7 pm 	 Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

Sun, Dec 28	| 11 am 	 Worship Service  
		     No 8:30 service, no Sunday School or Children’s Church. 
		     Nursery is available for ages 0–4.

Sun, Jan 4 	 | 11 am 	 Communion Service  
		     No 8:30 service, no Sunday School. 
		     Children’s Choir and Children’s Church will meet. 
		     Nursery available for ages 0–4

General
2026 Candidate Slate Published 
The Church Clerk, Margaret Sloat, sent an email publishing the slate of members 
who have been nominated for elder, officer, and Nominating Committee positions 
in 2026. We encourage you to review it in advance of the Annual Meeting (Wed, 
Feb 25). There are paper copies available at the back of the Sanctuary.  
Please visit parkstreet.org/candidates to view the slate online. 

Youth Winter Retreat| Jan 9–11 | Camp Berea 
This year, we are attending Camp Berea for their Deep Freeze winter retreat! 
Register on Church Center by Jan 2. 
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Perspectives of the World Christian Movement | Beginning Jan 2026 
Perspectives is a 15-week class that is awakening the Body of Christ to pursue 
the fulfillment of God’s global purpose for His glory. Classes begin Jan 2026 in 
Somerville, Andover, and Lynnfield. Visit perspectives.org for more. 

New Members Class | Sun, Jan 25, Feb 1, 8, 12:30 pm | Granary Room  
Interested in learning more about the church? Join us three Sundays for lunch 
and an exploration of our community life, theological convictions, and unique 
priorities. Register by January 18 on Church Center. 

GriefShare Support Group | Beginning Sun, Feb 15 | 1 pm 
GriefShare is a safe and welcoming group where those who have faced the death 
of a loved one will find understanding, guidance, relief, and support. This 13-week 
group, while a ministry of Park Street, is open and helpful to Christians and non-
Christians. Register on Church Center.

New?
Welcome to Park Street Church! We’re glad you’re here, and we invite you to 
become a part of this community of Jesus’ disciples. Wherever you’re coming from 
and whatever questions you are asking, we welcome you to join us as we seek to 
become more like Jesus. 

Here are some specific steps you can take to connect:
 		  	

•	 Fill out a Connect card in the pews and hand it  
to an usher or drop it in the offering plate. You  
can also visit parkstreet.org or scan the QR code  
at the right. We’ll be in touch.

•	 Meet an elder or minister at the Info Desk in the Welcome 
Center (one floor below the sanctuary) and pick up a Welcome 
booklet.

•	 RSVP to the invitation you receive for the Newcomers Lunch, 
where you can meet other newcomers and church leaders, hear 
about our community and ask questions. We look forward to 
knowing you better!



2025 Year-End Budget Update
During the last weeks of the year our congregation’s Ministry & Operations (M&O) and 
Missions giving is hoped to be $610,000 for M&O and $220,000 for Missions. While the 
remaining need may seem daunting, take heart; it is typical for 30% or more of the annual 
budgets to be funded by our gifts given in the last several weeks of the year.

Please pray, remembering that each of us should give sacrificially as we are able, and that 
God loves a cheerful giver. Remember that gifts intended for Missions must be specifical-
ly designated as such. The accompanying chart illustrates the situation.

REMAINING GIVING NEEDS APPROACHING YEAR-END FOR THE  
MINISTRY & OPERATIONS AND THE MISSIONS BUDGETS

	 M&O $610,000	 MISSIONS $220,000
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make 2025 budget
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$220,000 of year-end

giving to make 2025 budget

M&O giving year-to-date 
through Dec 14: $2.02 Million

Missions giving year-to-date 
through Dec 14: $1.24 Million
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